Saturday, June 15, 2019
Manchester Community College

#NHProgressiveSummit

THANK YOU
TO ALL OF OUR 2019 SUMMIT SPONSORS
PREMIER SPONSORS

BUILDING SPONSORS

AGENDA
8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m.
Registration & Continental Breakfast

12:15 p.m. Deadline to Submit #FITN
Presidential Primary Straw Poll Ballot

9:00 a.m. – 9:15 a.m.
Opening Remarks by Granite State Progress
Music by Rev. Emilia Halstead

12:30 p.m. – 12:40 p.m.
The NH Supreme Court Nomination with
Executive Councilor Andru Volinsky

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Keynote Speakers – “Overcoming Generation
Lockdown: Bold New Policies & Tactics to
Save Lives”

12:40 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Health Care for All Forum

10:00 a.m. – 10:50 a.m.
Ignite Presentations
11:00 a.m. – Noon
Workshop Session #1
Noon – 12:30 p.m.
Lunch & Networking
Songs of the Movement

1:30 p.m. Results of #FITN Presidential
Primary Straw Poll Ballot
1:45 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.
Workshop Session #2
3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Workshop #3
5:15 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Social Hour at The Farm

All meals are served in the main plenary room.
Open wifi on MCC network, no password. Share the day at #NHProgressiveSummit

MUSIC BY REV. EMILIA HALSTEAD
Join The Reverend Emilia Halstead, Pastor of the First
Congregational Church, United Church of Christ in Concord
in our age-old social justice tradition of using music to bring
us together, soothe our soul, and ignite our fire for change.
Rev. Emilia will lead us in song to start our day together in
the main room. Please head there when you hear the music
start, for the summit program is about to begin!

KEYNOTE PANEL
Overcoming Generation Lockdown:
Bold New Policies & Tactics to Save Lives

Moderator: Megan Tuttle, President, NEA-New Hampshire
Charlie Mirsky, Co-Founder & Political Director – March for Our Lives
Igor Volsky, Author & Executive Director – Guns Down America
Clai Lasher Sommers, National Survivor Network & Executive Director – GunSenseVT
Twenty years after Columbine, leading national gun violence prevention activists
offer perspectives and ideas for how to reduce gun violence in our country. From
advancing strong public policy to radical new ideas and messages to confront the
public health epidemic of gun violence, the transformation and experience of the gun
violence prevention movement in recent years provides lessons and ideas for other
pressing social justice causes of our day.
Ninety-six people die from guns in America every single day. Twelve thousand Americans
are murdered each year. The United States has more mass shootings, gun suicides, and
nonfatal gun injuries than any other industrialized country in the world. Our panelists will
discuss a range of actions in the gun violence prevention movement, from March for Our
Lives to innovative state legislation to bold new approaches to drastically reduce the 390
million guns already in circulation. All have one purpose: to end the stranglehold of the gun
lobby and create sensible gun violence prevention policies that save lives.
Guns Down America author Igor Volsky will be available for book signings during the
exhibitors’ hall before and after the keynote. Please also visit members of the NH Gun
Violence Prevention Coalition in the exhibitors’ hall (Granite State Progress, Moms Demand
Action, Giffords Coalition, and Kent Street Coalition) and take action to reduce gun violence!

IGNITE PRESENTATIONS
10:00 A.M. – 10:50 A.M.
Ignite presentations allow speakers to provide issue briefings or updates, or short
motivational speeches, on the topic of their choosing to all NH Progressive Summit
participants. Topics vary from personal stories to practical tips to funny or inspirational
big-picture ideas, and creativity is encouraged. This year’s Ignites:

“Water Warriors: How 3 Moms Broke Through in a Red Town on Water”
NH State Representatives Wendy Thomas & Kathy Stack, Hillsborough, District 21

“Homestead”
Gale Taylor, Kent Street Coalition

“Finding Your Voice”
Regan Lamphier, Community Advocate

“Women's Suffrage Centennial”
Liz Tentarelli, League of Women Voters

“What I Learned at a Job That Was Killing My Soul and Harming My
Community”
Crystal Paradis, Feminist Oasis

“How to Create a Social Media Meme”
Matt Murray, Creator, NH Labor News

Arts & Action
“Action Table” Visit the NH Progressive Summit action table inside the main plenary room
for a host of petitions, postcards, sign-making, and other actions designed to help secure
progressive policy wins. Feel free to drop off your own petitions or action materials as well,
just be sure to collect them back up by the end of the lunch hour (2:00 PM at latest).
"Posters in Diversity" Stroll past the registration booth toward Room 246 to witness the
interpretations and activism of Manchester Community College students in the schools’
“Posters in Diversity” display hanging on the hallway walls.
"Arts in Resistance" Progressive activist and photographer Tim Chrysostom has been a
part of nearly every major resistance effort in the last decade in New Hampshire. Relive our
work together through a slide show of photos by Tim C. and Granite State Progress.

WORKSHOP SESSION #1
11:00 A.M. – Noon
We Are Indivisible
Inspired by the 2017 publication of the landmark activist guide on how to resist the Trump
agenda, Indivisible groups across the country are building power and generating hundreds
of local “mini-movements” by engaging in elections, holding leaders accountable and
strategic grassroots organizing. Join leaders from Northern New England Indivisible groups
for a presentation and discussion on the goals of the Indivisible movement, different
strategies and structures local groups use to do the work and what’s in store for Indivisible
in 2020 and 2021. Presenters: Jayne Ashworth, Steering Committee, Indivisible MDI,
Mount Desert Island, ME; David Holt, Co-leader, Occupy New Hampshire Seacoast,
Somersworth, NH; Judy Stadtman, Indivisible Senior Regional Organizer for ME-NH-VT,
Portsmouth NH│ Location: Classroom 246
How to Make the (New) Redistricting Commission Work for You
Ahead of the 2020 Census, urgent action is needed to ensure fair maps. Come learn about
efforts at the State House and actions at the local level to ensure adequate representation.
We will look at the key role gerrymandering plays in denying many voters fair
representation. We will examine the potential impact of these laws as we move toward key
elections and discuss how to best organize toward fair maps. We will include an in-depth
look at the potential non-partisan redistricting commission advancing at the state level and
how to serve on the commission or successfully advocate around it. With the Census and
redistricting on the table in 2020, we must act now to ensure that electoral maps are drawn
to benefit citizens, not politicians. Presenters: Rep. Dave Doherty; Rep. Dianne Schuett;
Kyri Claflin, Kent Street Coalition; and Olivia Zink, Executive Director, Open Democracy│
Location: Classroom 302
Education Funding 101
How we fund our public schools affects the quality of our schools, and the fairness with
which we fund them impacts children, taxpayers, and businesses throughout our state.
Public education is a key component of an inclusive economy. A fairly funded public
education is a right protected by the state constitution as described in the Claremont cases
and we should continue to protect and advance this right. Come learn how New
Hampshire’s education funding system works, the core issues underlying New Hampshire’s
struggles with equitable education funding, and what you can do about it. Presenter:
Executive Councilor Andru Volinsky, Lead Counsel for Claremont School Funding cases &
Dover School District funding case│ Location: Classroom 304
Youth Agenda
New Hampshire organizations organizing and mobilizing Granite State youth – high school
thru young adult – have been busy the past year recruiting and electing young progressives
to office, then supporting them with a strong Youth Agenda at the State House and in
municipalities across the state. Come hear from leaders of the youth movement about the
newly formed youth table, the formal youth agenda announced at the start of session, how
they are organizing in communities across the state, and the important victories they are
winning for students, young families, and all Granite Staters. While many politicians focus
on baby boomers, the reality is the youth vote is where it is at — if only we organize and

speak to the issues facing this generation. Presenters: Lucas Meyer, President, NH Young
Democrats; Dylan Carney, NH Youth Movement; Brian Rogers, NextGen New Hampshire│
Location: Classroom 306
The Power of Modern Families: Knocking Down Barriers and Smashing Inequity!
Our families are as diverse and unique as each one of us. In most families both parents
work, we live where we choose and with whom we call family. Additionally, we face new
challenges – lack of affordable childcare, the impact of the opioid crisis and the increasing
need for caregiving across the spectrum. Public policy is not always in lock-step with the
changing world. We will look at the range of policies that make a difference for families – an
interconnected set of solutions – at the local, state and federal level to meet modern needs
and challenges. By discussing policy options that lift up all families, we will explore what
we can and plan to do in NH and what we should be asking of those working at the federal
level. This is an opportunity to not only listen, but to be heard, and come together in action.
Presenters: Christina D’Allesandro, State Director, MomsRising; and Rebecca Woitkowski,
Esq., Early Childhood Policy Coordinator, New Futures Kids Count│ Location: Classroom
310
Digital and Social Media for the Reluctant User
Digital and social media are major sources of information and communication used
effectively by progressives everywhere. This round-table discussion will be an open forum
for reluctant users and those who don’t know much about using social media to discuss
their concerns and get some of their questions answered. If you are not using social media
in your organization or in your personal political advocacy, or are leery of using it for
whatever reason, this is workshop is a must-attend for you. We’ll discuss some of the
concerns along with some strategies for beginners who might want to start using social
media. This will be an informal conversation about the benefits of using social media, not
necessarily a tutorial on how to use it. There will be resources for your reference and
contacts to help you make forward progress in the digital age. Presenter: Stan Freeda, NH
Progressive Activist and Educational Technology and Online Learning Specialist│
Location: Classroom 312
The Case for Reproductive Justice in 2020
Upset over recent attacks on reproductive justice in Alabama, Georgia, Missouri, and
elsewhere? Learn the lay of the land on abortion rights in New Hampshire and nationally,
and then participate in a strategy discussion on options for pro-active policy
advancements, narrative shift, and public education. Our session will include messaging
guidance and local actions underway to foster reproductive rights without shame, stigma,
or barriers a reality for all. Moderator: Crystal Paradis, Feminist Oasis Presenters: Jen
Ferris, National Advocacy Director, ProgressNow; Josie Pinto, Reproductive Rights Activist;
Amy McCall, State Director, #Fight4HER│ Location: Classroom 314

#FITN Presidential Primary Straw Poll
Polls Close at 12:15 P.M.
Cast your ballot at the registration table!

NH SUPREME COURT NOMINATION
EXECUTIVE COUNCILOR ANDRU VOLINSKY
12:30 P.M. – 12:40 P.M.
Governor Chris Sununu recently nominated NH Attorney General Gordon MacDonald for
Chief Justice of the NH Supreme Court. Executive Councilor Andru Volinsky will provide
details on the NH Supreme Court nomination and confirmation process, and Granite State
Progress will share a brief background on the nominee’s judicial and political experience.

LUNCH FORUM: HEALTH CARE FOR ALL
12:40 P.M. – 1:30 P.M.
Zandra Rice Hawkins, Executive Director, Granite State Progress
& Convener, NH Health Care Coalition
Dr. Kenneth Dolkart, MD FACP, Steering Committee
Granite State Physicians for a National Health Program
Health care coverage is the most important issue facing most households. Thanks to the
Affordable Care Act, millions more Americans gained access to quality, affordable health
care over the last decade. But gaps in coverage, the high cost of prescription drugs, surprise
medical bills, uneven Medicaid expansion, harsh work requirements, and other barriers
mean too many people still can’t get the health care they need even while in the United
States we pay more for our health care than any other country. As politicians debate the
path forward, several policy proposals have emerged – ACA fix-it’s; a “public option”
government plan open to everyone; and universal health care plans which range from
single-payer systems to (improved) Medicare for All to building upon what exists today
with a combination of public and private programs in which everyone has access to health
care. Our forum evaluates the current health care proposals and key health care and
political considerations as we seek to ensure everyone in America has health care coverage
they can depend on. This will be a guided community conversation, participation
encouraged!
Please reference health care policy proposals in your participant folder.
Disclaimer: Each year the conveners of the NH Progressive Summit seek an issue or
discussion of strong interest and divide in the progressive community to provide a respectful,
common space for dialogue and education. Please be thoughtful of this context and our
tradition of respectful, forward-looking dialogue during the forum.

WORKSHOP SESSION #2
1:45 P.M. – 3:15 P.M.
Active Bystander Training
In a time when people are quicker to express anger and more likely to be angry at people
“not like them” many of us are seeking tools to respond effectively to such biased anger.
This training will prepare participants to recognize harmdoing, know better how to
interrupt it, and decide in advance to act when they can. Presenters: Aron DiBacco & Tate
Greco, Granite State Organizing Project│ Location: Classroom 246
Our Plan for State House Accountability in 2019
Governors can single-handedly veto legislation. State legislatures determine who can vote
and who controls Congress for the next decade. State Houses impact everything from
health care to wages to climate to reproductive rights and more, but we don’t spend
enough time talking about them. Meanwhile, right-wing special interests have been
focusing on state houses for decades. Now more than ever, we need strong, coordinated
State House accountability – starting in 2019 not 2020 – to secure the advancements we all
seek. Come learn about resources and opportunities to take action right now to build
toward progressive policy wins in the future. Presenters: Zandra Rice Hawkins, Executive
Director, Granite State Progress; Rob Claflin, Swing Blue Working Group, Kent Street
Coalition; Louise Spencer, Co-Founder, Kent Street Coalition│ Location: Classroom 302
A #FossilFree603 for Environmental Justice
From the Kinder Morgan NED to Granite Bridge, so-called renewable gas, leaks and the
costs to ratepayers: how and why are utilities pushing gas, calling it a climate solution?
How can ratepayers and communities get the attention of the PUC? How can citizens move
their legislators to stop supporting fossil fuel expansion and create a #FossilFree603? Join
us for an overview of what’s happening in NH and nationwide and how together, we can
create change in the 2020 election. Presenters: Stephanie Scherr, Founder, ECHO Action;
Sue Durling, Health Impacts and Emissions Coordinator, ECHO Action; Pat Martin, Energy
Policy and Public Utilities Lead Coordinator, ECHO Action│ Location: Classroom 306
Let’s Get Money Out of Politics
Voters across the political spectrum overwhelmingly agree that the system is broken and
needs to be fixed, so that citizens’ voices can be heard. Come learn about the legislation that
would allow political candidates to opt-out of “the Money Primary” and instead fund their
campaigns with small-dollar contributions from constituents supplemented with “Voter
Dollars.” Under the current system, power rests in the hands of those with the most money
and influence. It is time to stop the big money politics by working toward Voter-Owned
Elections. Presenter: Presenter: Olivia Zink, Executive Director, Open Democracy Action│
Location: Classroom 310
Dynamic & Authentic Public Speaking
Whether you are speaking to inform or inspire, this workshop will explore the most
effective way to present a speech and accomplish your aim. Learn how to connect with
your audience, how to hold the audience’s attention, how to use pace, rhythm and pausing
to good effect, and how to present your body language so you appear confident and
trustworthy. Presenter: Linda Carmichael, Public Speaking Trainer for Rights &
Democracy NH │ Location: Classroom 312

How NH is Moving Forward with Improvements in Children’s Behavioral Health &
Other Efforts to Improve Mental Health Access in Our State
Come learn about the New Hampshire Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative, NH’s
emerging System of Care for children, and recent policy initiatives from this legislative
session. The New Hampshire Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative is a diverse
network of individuals and organizations who work in partnership to transform the way
we support children with behavioral health needs. The Collaborative supports state-level
policy changes to transform New Hampshire’s children’s mental health and substance use
disorder system into an integrated, comprehensive System of Care that is youth and family
driven, community-based, and culturally and linguistically competent. In 2016, New
Hampshire passed a System of Care law for children’s behavioral health. The law (RSA 135F) requires the State to develop and maintain an integrated and comprehensive service
delivery system for children with behavioral health needs. This legislative session, the
Collaborative successfully led the effort to pass Senate Bill 14, a bill that takes a systemic
approach to child welfare reform and ensures children and youth get the appropriate
support services where and when they need them, using a System of Care framework. SB
14 takes a step forward by further integrating the child welfare system with the children’s
behavioral health System of Care, as recommended in the 2018 DCYF Adequacy and
Enhancement Assessment. This conversation will also include other recent overall
landscape developments for mental health, including the status of the much-discussed
movement of the secure psychiatric unit from behind prison walls to a more appropriate
health care setting. For decades in New Hampshire, patients who need secure treatment
but have committed no crime have inappropriately been sent behind prison walls for the
care they need, leading to further trauma for patients and families. Presenters: Becky
Whitley and Dellie Champagne, New Hampshire Children’s Behavioral Health Collaborative,
New Futures; Rep. Renny Cushing │ Location: Classroom 314

WORKSHOP SESSION #3
3:30 P.M. – 5:00 P.M.
Birddogging Tactics for Changing the Political Debate
Given New Hampshire’s tradition of participatory democracy and the special role of the
nation’s first Presidential Primary election, New Hampshire voters have an unusual
opportunity to interact directly with people who seek public office on the local, state and
federal level. With good preparation, we can use those interactions not only to find out
where candidates stand on crucial issues but also to drive the political discourse in the
direction of more justice, more peace, and more democracy. “Birddogging” is a term that
describes techniques to get public officials or candidates to address issues out in the open,
for all to see and hear. This workshop shows participants how birddogging works and how
to do it so that you feel more comfortable when practicing this tool (less anxiety,
trepidation, or fear). Come and hone your birddogging skills while learning about local
campaigns that will utilize the tactic over the coming year. In New Hampshire an election is
always just around the corner; it’s time to get ready! Presenters: Olivia Zink, Executive
Director, Open Democracy; Isaac Grimm, Organizing Director, Rights & Democracy NH│
Location: Classroom 246

Creating Universal Medicare for All
“Medicare for All” is at the confluence of currents running through our nation.
Consciousness is rising that we can enjoy the automatic, universal and high quality care
that is taken for granted in all other modern nations, at half the price of our current system.
We marvel at marble hospital atriums, even as grade schools cannot afford insurance
premiums for teachers. This unprecedented disparity, in which zip code determines life
expectancy, occurs while family savings are diverted into profit for America’s Health
Insurance Plans and Pharma. As we mark wondrous technical achievements of modern
medicine, we newly witness an undertow of “diseases of despair.” We will discuss how to
bring home true health system reform from a PNHP perspective. Presenter: Dr. Ken
Dolkart MD FACP, Steering Committee, Granite State Physicians for a National Health
Program│ Location: Classroom 304
Climate Change Activism in NH – We’re Done Being Polite
Do your wrists hurt from all those polite emails and postcards you’ve writing to legislators
asking them to vote for good energy bills ? Join progressive activists Victoria Parmele and
Kimberly Rawson for a blunt and informative overview of energy policy and politics in New
Hampshire. And join us to learn about effective actions you/we all can take to create an
amazing renewable energy future for our state. Climate change is blowing down our doors.
Now is the time for us to be bold and take action as a team of united citizens. Presenters:
Victoria Parmele, 350NH and Strafford Regional Planning Commission; Kimberly Rawson;
Agrarian Trust, Science Educator │ Location: Classroom 306
Immigration Policy in the USA – How We Got Here and What We Can Do to Lead to
Meaningful Change
With immigration increasingly at the top of our news broadcasts, you may be asking
yourself what can be done, and equally importantly – how did we get here? This session
will look at the issue of immigration in the US over the past century and examine the policy
decisions that got us to where we are today. We will answer your questions, and propose
concrete actions that we can all take to ensure that this key issues is not forgotten.
Presenters: Eva Castillo, New Hampshire Alliance for Immigrants and Refugees; Christina
D’Allesandro, State Director, MomsRising │ Location: Classroom 310
The Epidemic of “Deaths of Despair” in New Hampshire and What It Means for Our
Politics
Despite widespread recognition of the opioid crisis raging through New Hampshire and
other US states, there remains little awareness of a much greater health crisis underway in
our communities: the overwhelming number of deaths due not only to opioids but also to
alcohol and suicide. New Hampshire is among the worst states affected by this very
different, but deadly, epidemic. These “deaths of despair” have already begun to reverse
nearly a century of steady increases in life expectancy in the United States and, coupled
with the effects of chronic diseases, could lead to significant reversals in American society.
This talk will outline the dynamics of this epidemic and suggest some initial thoughts about
the political and policy changes needed to address this complex issue. Presenter: Peter
Glenshaw, Community Advocate │ Location: Classroom 314
Take your leadership development and networking
to the next level. Stop by the New Leaders Council –
New Hampshire table to apply for the next cohort!

CHILD CARE, LACTATION ROOM, MUSIC
Parent/Child Retreat Room
You like kids, we like kids! The NH Progressive Summit is proud to offer child care for
participants who pre-registered. This kid-friendly and activity-filled space is also open to
those who need down time with their children during our day-long event. Time: All Day │
Location: Classroom 238 *Please knock quietly before entering*
Nursing Mother’s Room
We are proud to support healthy breastfeeding initiatives by ensuring a formal and
welcoming space for those who are nursing. The President’s Suite hosts a lactation room,
complete with a fridge. Time: All Day │ Location: President’s Suite across from
registration desk - call or text Nancy at (603) 552-7441 to unlock the door
Songs of the Movement
Enjoy selections by renowned progressive activist Bob Perry during registration and the
continental breakfast. Time: All Day │Location: Main Plenary Room

SOCIAL HOUR
Post-Summit Social at The Farm in Manchester
Join us for the NH Progressive Summit post-party! Continue to connect with new & old
friends during our social hour, just a 5 minute drive from Manchester Community College.
The social hour will feature a cash bar with complimentary food provided by the NH
Progressive Summit (meat-eaters and vegetarians alike will be pleased). More details and a
map for this short 5-minute drive can be found in your folder. If you need a ride, stop by the
registration desk during the lunch hour. Time: 5:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. │ Location: The Farm
Bar and Grille, 1181 Elm St, Manchester
* Progressive friends who were unable to come during the day are welcome to join us! *

UPCOMING EVENTS
Our partners at People’s Action, Rights and
Democracy, and the NH Youth Movement have
teamed up to bring together the Democratic
Presidential Primary Forum that the mainstream
media won’t! Join us to hear the Presidential
hopefuls address the issues that truly matter to
our communities and the future of our planet.
10/13 - The People’s Presidential Forum:
When: Doors at noon, Forum 2:00-5:00 pm
Where: Field House, University of New Hampshire, 145 Main St, Durham

Congratulations on a successful
NH Progressive Summit 2019!
We are pleased to work in collaboration with some of the best
progressive advocacy organizations and leaders in the state!

NOTES & IDEAS TO
MOVE THE WORLD

Thank you to all of these
wonderful Presidential campaigns
for sponsoring the NH
Progressive Summit and helping
Granite State progressives train,
educate, mobilize, and network
toward strong progressive policy
wins. We appreciate your support!
- Granite State Progress & the
NH Progressive Summit
Planning Committee

Please visit the Exhibitor’s Hall in between
workshops to meet our wonderful sponsors!
We recommend the following progressive blogs and radio programs:
NH Labor News

Susan
the
Bruce

NH Progressive Summit
Granite State Progress
4 Park Street, Suite 207, Concord, NH 03301
Phone: (603) 225-2471│ Email: nhprogressivesummit@granitestateprogress.org
Interested in getting more involved at next year’s NH Progressive Summit?
Visit our website at www.NHProgressiveSummit.org or email
nhprogressivesummit@granitestateprogress.org.

ORGANIZATIONAL
SPONSORS & EXHIBITORS

